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Session Information 
At 10:30 p.m. the House now stands adjourned until Monday, September 27, 2021, at 12:00 p.m., unless sooner 
recalled by the Speaker. 
At 10:23 p.m. on Friday, June 25, 2021, the Senate stands in recess until Monday, September 20, 2021, at 1 p.m. 
unless sooner recalled by the President Pro Tempore. 
 
Upcoming Session Days 
House 
Sept. 27-29, Oct. 4-6, 25-27, Nov. 8-10, 15-17, Dec. 13-15 
Senate 
Sept. 20-22, 27-29, Oct. 18-20, 25-27, Nov. 15-17, Dec. 13-15 
 
Meetings and Hearings 
August 3, 2021, House Education, 10:00 a.m., Room 515, Irvis Office North, Joint public hearing with the House 
Appropriations Committee on quarterly update from PASSHE on the State Systems implementation plan 
 
August 4, 2021, House Education, 10:00 a.m., Room 515, Irvis Office North, to consider: HB 1705 Ryan, Frank, 
Act re Property Tax Pension Disclosure 
 
August 4, 2021, House Education, 10:15 a.m., Room 515, Irvis Office North, Public Hearing on HB 972 Gleim, 
Barbara, Act re Protect Women's Sports Act 
 
August 6, Senate Education Committee, 1:00 p.m., Hearing Room 1, North Office Building, Public hearing on 
COVID-19 policies and guidance for schools with the Department of Health and Department of Education 
 
Legislative Actions 
 
HB 336 Mackenzie, R. (R) Now Act 70 
Repeal of Overtime Regulations. HB 336 repeals state regulations pertaining to overtime compensation that would 
go beyond the minimum requirements in federal law. The new Act 70 of 2021 revokes regulations adopted October 
2020 slated to become effective in October 2021 that would have required time-and-a-half pay for salaried personnel 
who worked over 40 hours a week. A bill automatically becomes law if it is passed by the General Assembly and the 
governor does not take action to sign or veto within 10 days. HB 336 became law on July 8 without Gov. Wolf’s 
signature. 
 
News and Updates 
 
Delco Legislator Resigns. Rep. Margo Davidson (D-Delaware) announced on July 22 that she is resigning from the 
PA House of Representatives after being charged with theft relating to the misuse of campaign funds, theft by 
deception and other charges. 
 
Gov. Wolf and School Funding. With just a year and a half left in office, Gov. Tom Wolf’s primary focus will be 
convincing the Republican-controlled Legislature to modernize how state aid is distributed to Pennsylvania’s public 
schools — a shift that could carry a price tag of $1 billion. Doing so would direct more money to Pennsylvania's 
poorest school districts — including districts with the state's biggest proportions of Black students — as well as to 
growing suburban districts whose share of state aid reflects early 1990s demographics or political compromises in the 
Legislature. Read the rest of the story: “End of Term in Sight, Pennsylvania Gov. Wolf Sets Sights on School 
Funding” (from The Morning Call, 7/10/21). 
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Free school meals to continue in upcoming school year. The Pennsylvania Department of Education 
(PDE) recently announced that K-12 schools will have the option to continue offering free school meals 
during the 2021-22 school year. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Food & Nutrition Services 
(FNS) released a group of waivers and eligibility guidelines allowing schools to offer the meals without 
determining eligibility based on the student’s household income. Participating schools will operate under 
the Seamless Summer Option (SSO) and will receive a higher federal reimbursement rate per meal. Schools 
that elect not to serve free meals through the SSO will determine eligibility for free and reduced-price 
meals through the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) using federal income guidelines. 
 
Rep. Gleim introduces bill to prohibit Critical Race Theory in Schools. Rep. Barbara Gleim (R-
Cumberland) announced that she and Rep. Russ Diamond (R-Lebanon) recently introduced HB 1532 to 
stop schools from “going down a dark path and teaching racist and divisive theology to our children.” She 
expounded that the bill will ensure that children are not shamed or singled out for acts committed by others 
throughout history. Gleim remarked that CRT serves to create individuals who have internalized 
victimhood rather than “freedom-loving Americans.” Rep. Gleim encouraged rally attendees to go to their 
local school board meetings to demand curriculum transparency. Derek Danneker, Pennsylvania 
Legislative Services, July 14, 2021. 
 
New Legislation 
 
HB 1 Lewis, A. (R)  
Excellent Education for All Act. This amends the Public School Code, in terms and courses of study, providing that 
learning pods shall be exempt from provisions related to staff ratios, regulatory provisions of the Department of 
Human Services, and certain building or fire codes. Provides for agreements between institutions of higher education 
and charter, regional, and cyber charter schools. Provides for the establishment of ideal charter schools, the 
evaluation of charter school applications and renewals, and for the establishment of the Public Charter School 
Commission, its membership and duties. Establishes the requirements of charter school entities and duties and 
restrictions related to the entities' administrators. Provides for restrictions related to charter school board of trustees' 
members and for an independent audit committee. Establishes that a charter school entity shall have the right of first 
refusal to purchase or lease a public school building and provides criteria for a charter school operating at more than 
one location. Provides for funding allocations to charter school entities and limitations on tax credits. Establishes the 
Education Opportunity Account Act and the Education Opportunity Account Program and eligibility requirements. 
Provides for audits of the program by the Pennsylvania State Treasury, duties of school districts related to the 
program, liability restrictions, and for the promulgation of regulations. The section related to advertising shall take 
effect in 180 days. Amendments related to sections outlining charter school entity requirements, facilities, and school 
district and intermediate unit responsibilities shall take effect in 60 days. The remainder of the act shall take effect 
immediately. Introduced and referred to House Education July 19, 2021.  
 
HB 1713 Ciresi, J. (D)  
COVID-19 Trauma-Informed Education Training. This amends the Public School Code adding a new section 
providing for COVID-19 pandemic trauma-informed education grants for the 2021-22 school year. Appropriates $50 
million to the School Safety and Security Committee from the COVID-19 Response Restricted Account to make 
grants to each qualifying school entity for the specific purposes provided in the legislation. Provides the amount of 
the grant shall not be less than $20,000. Allows the committee to award an additional grant amount to a qualifying 
school entity with a large student population or with a high level of student poverty in accordance with the guidelines 
developed under the legislation. Requires the committee to develop guidelines to implement the program. Effective 
immediately. Introduced and referred to House Education July 8, 2021. 
 
HB 1715 Bizzarro, R. (D)  
Clarifying the existing 180 School-Day Law. This amends the Public School Code, in terms and courses of study, 
providing during disaster emergencies a school district may submit to the department a request to be exempt from the 
minimum number of school days, which the secretary of education shall approve if reasonably satisfied the school 
district is making or has made a bona fide effort to provide the minimum number of school days. Any day in which 
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the schools of a district are physically closed but instruction is conducted virtually may be counted towards satisfying 
the minimum number of school days. Effective immediately. Introduced and referred to House Education 
July 8, 2021.  
 
HB 1730 Rabb, C. (D) 
Ensuring equity, accountability & transparency for the EITC and OSTC programs. This amends the Public 
School Code in educational tax credits, further providing for definitions of maximum household income of $73,000 
beginning with fiscal year 2021-2022 and each fiscal year afterwards. Establishes that scholarship organizations must 
provide information related to the total number of eligible scholarship applicants with a maximum annual household 
income below and above 70 percent of the federal poverty guidelines and scholarship priority for eligible students 
with a maximum annual household income below 70 percent of the federal poverty guidelines. Provides that business 
firms or individuals applying for an educational improvement tax credit shall include certain information when 
applying for an educational improvement or opportunity scholarship tax credit. Establishes public and non-public 
school reporting requirements for receiving funds through the educational improvement tax credit and opportunity 
scholarship tax credit programs. Provides that the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee shall conduct a study 
of the effectiveness of the educational improvement and opportunity scholarship tax credit programs and for 
reporting requirements. Effective in 120 days. Introduced and referred to House Education July 20, 2021. 
 
HB 1746 Jozwiak, B. (R)  
Masks in schools. This amends the Public School Code, in school safety and security, providing for limitation on 
masking order. It will exempt schools from the current order of the Secretary of Health requiring universal face 
coverings. This exemption will also apply to any renewal of the order. Introduced and referred to House 
Education July 30, 2021.  
 
HB 1749 Brown, R. (R)  
Special Education Cyber / Charter School Funding. This amends the Public School Code, in charter schools, 
further providing for funding for charter schools. It would implement the bipartisan 2013 Special Education Funding 
Commission’s recommendation for applying the same special education funding principles used to distribute state 
special education funding to school districts, in the calculation used to determine a school district’s tuition payment 
for a special education student enrolled in a charter school. Introduced and referred to House Education July 30, 
2021.  
 
Cosponsor Memos 
 
HCO2184 Kinsey, Stephen(D) Requires all school districts to adopt policies and procedures for timely notification 
to parents, guardians or custodial parents of students involved in incidents that occur on school property. 
 
HCO2189 Briggs, Tim(D) Requiring elementary schools to provide a minimum of 30 minutes per day for this recess 
or unstructured recreational play. 
 
HCO2190 Kinsey, Stephen(D) Creates the Safe Schools Partnership Act.  
 
Federal/National News 
 
Recommendation on Masks in Schools. When schools reopen this fall, the nation’s pediatricians want every pre-K-
12 student learning in person—and everyone wearing a mask. The American Academy of Pediatrics’ new 
recommendations come less than two weeks after the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention issued new school 
reopening guidelines that suggest vaccinated students and adults could attend school without face coverings in the 
fall. The doctors argue the CDC guidelines don’t go far enough at a time when community vaccination rates vary 
significantly throughout the country and the new, significantly more contagious Delta strain has become the most 
common cause of new coronavirus cases. Read the rest of the story: “Nation’s Pediatricians Call for All Students, 
Staff to Wear Masks in School” (from Education Week, 7/19/21). 
 
Penalties for Discussing ‘Divisive’ Classroom Topics. In Arizona, teachers who talk about racism and sexism in 
violation of a new state law can have their certification revoked by the state. Tennessee will take money away from 
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the teacher’s school district. And, in New Hampshire, parents will be allowed to directly sue the school district. 
That’s according to an Education Week review of the so-called “critical race theory” laws that 10 states have passed 
this year, and which will go into effect as soon as the end of this month. Responding to critics’ claims that teachers 
are indoctrinating students to hate white people and accept LGBTQ cultural norms, legislatures are moving to censor 
or place often-ambiguous conditions on classroom discussions of divisive concepts, using a combination of financial 
penalties, state-mandated professional development reviews, and the threat of tangling administrators up in court and 
red tape, according to the review. Read the rest of the story: “How Will Bans on ‘Divisive’ Classroom Topics Be 
Enforced? Here’s What 10 States Plan to Do” (from Education Week, 7/14/21). 
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